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TIGRAY, Ethiopia — Workers from the International Committee of the Red Cross
deliver medical supplies into Mekele, in the Tigray region of Ethiopia, in this
Jan. 26 file photo. Story page 9. (CNS photo/International Committee of the Red Cross/
handout via Reuters)

FREDERICTON —The Mass of Christian Burial for Father Monte Peters took place
at St. Mary Magdalene Parish (St. Dunstan’s Church) in Fredericton on May 14,
2022. Graydon Nicholas (left) and Imelda Perley (right) drum, and David Perley
is holding moccasins, which symbolize the journey that Fr. Monte is now on
toward his afterlife. Story page 3. (YouTube photo)

VATICAN CITY — For politics to be "the
highest form of charity," as Catholic
social teaching promotes, it must be
exercised with full respect and even
love for those who disagree, Pope
Francis said. Story page 12. (CNS photo)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis is
pictured with Claretian Missionary Sister
Jolanta Kafka, president of the
International Union of Superiors
General. More than 500 leaders of
women's congregations met in Rome
in early May for the plenary assembly
of the International Union of Superiors
General and focused on the
contributions they can bring to the
synodal process. Story page 2.  (CNS
photo/Vatican Media)
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New FreemanThe
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The leaders of religious
orders around the world are taking very seri-
ously not only preparations for the Synod of
Bishops assembly in 2023, but the whole idea
of making the Catholic Church more "synodal"
— a place where everyone is called to prayer,
discernment and responsibility for the church
and its mission.

More than 500 leaders of women's con-
gregations met in Rome in early May for the
plenary assembly of the International Union
of Superiors General and focused on the con-
tributions they can bring to the synodal proc-
ess, particularly given their "vulnerability" with
declining numbers in most places and their
lack of power and status.

"There's a huge amount of energy in reli-
gious life, both from the men and the women,
and a tremendous investment in the synodal
process," said Sister Gemma Simmonds, a
member of the Congregation of Jesus, who
is one of four religious charged with synthe-
sizing contributions from hundreds of religious
communities for a joint contribution to the
Synod of Bishops from both the women's
and men's international unions of superiors.

"Some of the responses point out that of
course, synodality is part and parcel of reli-
gious life," said Sr. Simmonds, director of
the Religious Life Institute at the Margaret
Beaufort Institute of Theology in Cambridge,
England. For instance, she said, the Rule of St.
Benedict allows an abbot or abbess and his or
her council to make decisions on unimportant
matters, but requires them to consult the whole
community, including the youngest monks or
nuns, on anything important.

They also model for the whole church a
life animated by personal and communal
prayer; living and working in a group of peo-
ple of different ages and from different cul-
tural backgrounds; constant collaboration with
bishops, priests and laypeople in carrying out
their mission; outreach to the poor and those
on the margins of society; and, increasingly,
joint projects with other religious congrega-
tions that may have vastly different charisms.

The "vulnerability" of religious orders also
means their members are used to change or
transformation, something which the synodal
process also envisions.

Jessie Rogers, dean of the faculty of theol-
ogy at St. Patrick's Pontifical University in

All in: Women's religious orders
invest in synod process

Maynooth, Ireland, told the sisters May 4 that
adapting their mission and structures in light
of modern challenges requires wisdom and
fidelity — not rigidity — and the same vir-
tues are needed in moving toward a more
synodal church.

"You are nourished by the traditions which
have shaped you, by your founding charisms,
and by your own personal stories in which
you have come to know God," Ms. Rogers
told the sisters. "That history gives you a firm
place to stand; it has shaped your understand-
ing of God and how God works."

"Such knowledge is key to being able to
recognize God's footprints. The God you have
come to know is the God who will take the
story further. But this God cannot be limited
to what you know already," she said, adding
that believers cannot "trap the future in the
cage of the past."

And, particularly relevant to religious or-
ders and the church as a whole is a recogni-
tion that "not everything in the past can be
brought out as a treasure," she said. "Free-
dom requires the courage to face the dark-
ness in our past, individually and collectively.
For what do we need to give and receive for-
giveness? What must we relinquish?"

"We can remain rooted in the life-giving di-
mensions of the past without trying to justify
those parts of it that are broken and harmful
or that no longer serve us well," she said.

While Sr. Simmonds could not share de-
tails of the synod input from the women's
and men's communities because the report
has not been completed, she said "everything"
resonated with her and her experience or ob-
servations of religious life, including reports
by women of doing the heavy lifting in a va-
riety of pastoral projects or even fundraising
and then being "airbrushed out of the picture"
when success is reported.

Sisters also reported problems with bish-
ops deciding to close schools, hospitals or
other institutions without consulting the sis-
ters who had operated them for decades, and
even bishops or priests using "access to the
sacraments" to force sisters into accepting
their decisions.

"This is a grotesque injustice that should
not be tolerated among the people of God,"
she said.

But while the submissions to the synod were
honest, they did not focus exclusively on
problems, Sr. Simmonds said.

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 2)
"What also came across is the appreciation of how powerful it is

when religious do collaborative work with laypeople, with clergy,
with bishops," she said. "It is there over and over again, the evidence
that this works; it's good. It's good for the people. It's good for the
mission. It's good for the church. What's not to like?"

The responses make clear that charisms given by God to the founders
of religious orders and shared with their members for decades or
centuries can remain alive and active in the church by sharing them
with others, she said. Through the religious and the laity who share
their spirituality, "Benedict and Francis and Mary Ward and Louise de
Marillac are still alive in the world."§

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

FREDERICTON — Tributes poured in on the Diocese of Saint
John Facebook page for Father Monte Peters, whose death occurred
at his residence, St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish Rectory, surrounded
by his family, on Tuesday, May 3, 2022, at the age of 80.

“Monte was one of a kind. Always a very special person,” Judy
Joyce DiPaolo said.

Margaret DeMerchant agreed. “Fr. Monte drew the best out in
people. I always felt so much better after meeting up with him —
either daily on the UNB [University of New Brunswick Frederciton]
campus, or years later in Fredericton. His smile and energy were
marvellous.”

Christianne Vachon shared that “Fr. Peters was so much fun to talk
to: he was well-read and funny and thoughtful — he had a young and
lively mind. He never made me feel judged. He never took himself too
seriously was my impression. He’ll be so missed!”

While Karen Lannan shared, “I remember him well from STU [St.
Thomas University], a lovely man always ready for a conversation.”

His Mass of Christian Burial, which took place at St. Dunstan’s
Church (St. Mary Magdalene Parish) in Fredericton on Saturday, May
14.

It was well attended by many members of the community, includ-
ing representatives of many First Nations communities. Chief Alan
Polchies, Sitansisk Nation; Chief Gabe Atwin, Pilick First Nation; Chief
Shelly Sabbatis, Welamukotuck First Nation; and the Honourable
Graydon Nicholas, first Indigenous Lieutenant Governor of New
Brunswick were among those who served as pallbearers — all of
whom were representatives of First Nations communities.

Mr. Nicholas told CBC news he will miss Fr. Peters dearly. His
described his relationship with Fr. Peters — which dated back to St.
Francis Xavier University [Antigonish] in the 1960s — as one of
mutual support.

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the diocese presided over the
funeral mass.

The bishop began by extending sincerest condolences to the family
of Fr. Monte, “and to all those who were close to Fr. Monte; to all
those he particularly touched just by being Fr. Monte — through his
long ministry in the Church.”

During his time with the Diocese of Saint John, Fr. Peters served
as Vocations Director, the pastor of many parishes, chaplain of STU,
and with the Indigenous communities of the Sitansisk, Wolastoqiyik
and Pilick First Nations.

Diocese mourns the death of a beloved priest
Representatives from Mi’kmaq and Pasomoquaddy First Nations

communities were also in attendance.
“He was really beloved in your communities, I’m really grateful for

your presence honouring him with these rites which I’m sure Fr.
Monte would be very pleased with today,” Bishop Riesbeck said.

Father John Jennings,  retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University delivered
the funeral homily and said that
“Monte was marked by a drive to
serve others, especially the most vul-
nerable. From the time he was or-
dained he held onto a vision of Church
that was open and inclusive. He has
been a wonderful expression of what
Pope Francis calls a field hospital
church — one that spends its ener-
gies and resources reaching out to heal,
to liberate, to reconcile while proclaim-
ing God’s constant and compassion-
ate love.”

Fr. Jennings continued saying that,
“Monte was indeed, above all, a man
of peace. In his heart dwelled the spirit of the living and loving God,
and in his call and response he shared what he had received. May
Monte now rest in the loving embrace of our God, and may we
express the same peace and love for one another.”

At the request of the family, donations in may be made to the Dioc-
esan Indigenous Reconciliation Fund at dioceseofsaintjohn.org/dona-
tions.

Fr. Peters full obituary can be found at Bishop’s Funeral Home,
Frederciton, www.bishopsfuneralhome.com.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Synod process

Father Monte Peters

Bishop calls people to love
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“I give you a new commandment:  love one another. As I have
loved you, so you also should love another. This is how all will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John
13:34-35)

MARYSVILLE — During a pastoral visit to Our Lady of Fatima
Parish in Marysville the weekend of May 14 and 15, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, spoke to people about
the powerful witness of Christian love.

Saying that it’s “important to distinguish between the Christian con-
ception of love and the conception of love prevailing in contemporary
society,” he noted that, “many believe they experience true love when
they feel passionate toward another person or situation. Positive emo-
tions are helpful, but they are not the central reality of love. Christian
love is embodied in committed personal relationships; it is expressed
in care, concern, and service. Christian love is primarily a matter of
will and action, not emotion.”

The bishop called people to deeper relationships with one another through
(continued on page 7)
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Remembering who we are:
disciples of love and mercy

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.  (John 13:34-35)

Memory marks us. The people we’ve met, the things we’ve done,
the experiences we’ve had, these all help us to recognize who we are
and what our lives are about. The Gospels express the memories of
the first disciples. First it was orally passed on among the early fol-
lowers of Jesus. Then after a time, these communities of Christians
began to write these memories — those that they felt marked them as
disciples and Christians. John’s Gospel is one of these recordings.

Throughout the Easter Season we hear from John. In particular we
focus on the experiences the first disciples had of the Risen Jesus.
After Jesus had given himself up to death on the Cross, he continued
to be present among these followers. This presence was not a physi-
cal presence, but it was just as real and meaningful. It was also a
presence that led them to make sense of all that Jesus had passed
onto them. They became aware of what we have come to call the
Paschal Mystery (the life, death, resurrection and continuing pres-
ence of Jesus). It led them to commit themselves to his mission.

The experience of the risen Jesus deeply changed the disciples.
Fundamentally, they recognized that Jesus had sacrificed his life for
them. Further, they came to see that his sacrifice went beyond them
to all of humanity. Thus, they were on fire to proclaim this good
news of his message and carry out his mission to the world.

The good news and message that the death and resurrection led
them to see was that by laying down his life for them, Jesus revealed
God’s great love for all humanity. Jesus’ resurrection and continued
presence among them confirmed the disciples’ awareness of the lov-
ing God revealed by Jesus while he walked and taught them. Now

they knew firmly that God would
never leave them, even in death.

What the disciples were now to do
was share and proclaim what they had been given. The writer John
speaks of a new commandment as the way in which the disciples will
proclaim this good news of love. In another place, in a letter to fellow
Christians, it is even more clearly proclaimed that God’s love given to
us leads to our loving one another:

This is the love I mean: not our love for God, but God’s love for us
when he sent his Son to be the sacrifice that takes our sin away....  We
are to love, then, because he loved us first.  (1 John 4:10, 19)

If we were looking for an expression of what this love of God
looks like, we need look no further than Matthew’s Gospel chapters
5-7 and Luke chapters 6-8. The beatitudes or blessings of these Gos-
pels and the actions connected to them present a kind of epitome or
summary of how we are to show God’s love. It is a love that brings
life to us and to our world. This was the mission of Jesus. Now it is
our mission, for we are his disciples.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Pope urges mission societies to have faith, courage, creativity
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The "basic dynamism" of the Catholic Church
is its missionary outreach, an effort that should and must flow natu-
rally from a desire to share the love of God and the gift of faith, Pope
Francis said.

The pope said he gave a "special role" to the new Dicastery for
Evangelization in his reform of the Roman Curia because of this
outreach: "fostering the missionary conversion of the church, which
is not proselytism, but witness: going out from self to proclaim with
one's life the gratuitous and saving love of God for us, who are all
called to be brothers and sisters."

Pope Francis made his comments in a letter sent May 16 to the
general assembly of the pontifical missionary works, a meeting being
held in Lyon, France, instead of at the Vatican to coincide with the
beatification May 22 of Pauline Jaricot, who founded the Society for
the Propagation of the Faith.

The pontifical missionary works, which had operated under the
Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and will operate under
the new dicastery, are: the Society for the Propagation of the Faith,
Society of St. Peter the Apostle, Holy Childhood Association, and
Missionary Union of Priests and Religious.

"Pauline Jaricot liked to say
that the church is mission-
ary by nature and that, there-
fore, every baptized person
has a mission; indeed, is a
mission," the pope wrote.

As the general assembly
meets, Pope Francis prayed
that members would walk in
the footsteps of "this great
missionary woman, letting
yourselves be inspired by her
concrete faith, by her bold
courage, by her generous
creativity."

The beatification of
Jaricot, the 200th anniversary
of the pontifical missionary
works and the 400th anniver-
sary of the founding of the
congregation as the Congre-
gation for the Propagation of the Faith, the pope said, make 2022 the

(continued on page 5)

This is a portrait of Pauline Jaricot.
In 1822, the young and rich French
woman founded the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith. (CNS
photo/courtesy Pontifical Mission
Societies in the United States)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Love, not excuses,
moves things forward

The excusable doesn’t need to be excused and the inexcusable can-
not be excused.

Michael Buckley wrote those words commenting on Peter’s triple
betrayal of Jesus. Here’s the context. Peter had betrayed Jesus in his
most needy hour, not out of malice, simply out of weakness. Now,
facing Jesus for the first time since that betrayal, Peter is understand-
ably uncomfortable. What do you say after betraying someone?

Well, he didn’t need to say anything. Jesus took the initiative and, as
Buckley highlights, he didn’t excuse Peter. Jesus didn’t say things
like, it’s perfectly understandable to be afraid in a situation like that!
You weren’t really yourself! I understand how that can happen! He
didn’t even tell Peter that he still loves him. None of that. He simply
asked Peter, “Do you love me?” and when Peter said yes, everything
moved forward. No excuses were needed. The excusable doesn’t
need to be excused and the inexcusable cannot be excused. Our hu-
manity already explains why we are prone to betrayal; what needs to
be spoken in its wake is a reaffirmation of love.

A couple I know had this happen in their marriage. They went to a
party together one Friday night and the wife, partly through the influ-
ence of alcohol and drugs, left the party with another man. Her hus-
band was unaware of this for a time but, upon finding out what had
happened, was understandably very distraught. He went home alone
and spent a sleepless night thinking, his thoughts moving through a
series of vengeful fantasies to what (through grace) he eventually
decided on.

He was sitting at the kitchen table mid-morning the next day when
his wife, sheepish and self-chastened, came home. She had her apolo-
gies rehearsed and was ready to face his justified anger and fury. She
got something else. Her husband didn’t let her voice any apologies or
excuses, nor did he explode in anger. Rather, calm and sad, he simply
said this to her: “I’m going to move out of the house for a week, so
you can think this through. You need to decide. Are you my wife or are
you someone else?” He came back a week later to her apologies, but
more importantly to her renewed, more radical commitment to their
relationship. Their marriage has been solid and grace-filled since. She
is now committed to a marriage in a way she never quite was before.

No doubt upon his return, this man’s wife did offer some tearful

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

apologies and excuses. His refusal to let
her voice them earlier may well have
served a purpose long-term, but was ad-
mittedly somewhat cruel short-term. Even when something can’t be
excused, we still need the opportunity to say we are sorry. Apologies
are important, both for the person offering them and for the one
receiving them. Until an explicit apology is made, there is always
unfinished business. However, explicit contrition is not ultimately what
moves things forward when a relationship has been wounded or frac-
tured. What moves things forward is a renewed commitment to love,
to a deeper fidelity.

The inexcusable cannot be excused. Strictly speaking, that’s true,
though sometimes a deeper understanding of things somewhat ex-
cuses the inexcusable. Here’s an example.

Several years ago, this incident occurred in Australia. A Catholic
School Board had just finished building a new multi-million dollar
school. Not long after it’s opening, one of its students, a boy in high
school, started a fire in his locker, unaware that the gas valves for the
school’s heating system were right behind his locker. A huge fire
started and the whole school burned down. To his credit, the boy
summoned his courage and owned up to what had happened. Then,
of course, a never-ending series of questions ensued: Why would he
ever do that? Why would anyone start a fire in his locker? What
accounts for that kind of reckless stupidity? What can excuse the
inexcusable?

I very much appreciated an answer given to these questions by one
of the Australian bishops. Speaking to a questioning group of teachers
and school administrators, his short answer said it all. Why would
this young student do something like that? Because he is a boy! Young
boys have been (for no explicable reason) starting fires long before
gas valves ever appeared on the planet. Moreover, there’s no excuse
for it, save human nature itself.

Often times, that’s the excuse for the inexcusable: Because we’re
human!  Indeed, this was the real excuse for the woman who under
the influence of alcohol and drugs betrayed her husband, just as it
was the real excuse for Peter when he betrayed Jesus.

But, this must be read correctly. This doesn’t give us permission to
appeal to our morally inept human nature as an excuse for betrayal or
stupidity. We’re human! Boys will be boys! The lesson rather is that
whenever our moral ineptness has us fall into betrayal or stupidity,
what ultimately moves things forward is not an apology or an excuse,
but a renewed commitment in love.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 4)
perfect time to look at three key ways people cooperate with the Holy
Spirit in spreading the Gospel.

First, he said, is "missionary conversion" because one cannot help
show and tell others about the Gospel without "the journey of exiting
from oneself," putting at the centre of one's life, "Jesus, who came to
serve and not to be served."

However, he said, that missionary conversion is possible only with
prayer, "because it is the Spirit of the Lord that precedes and enables
all our good works: the primacy is always of his grace."

Finally, the pope said, mission requires "the concreteness of char-
ity."

Along with a network of prayer, he said, "Pauline initiated a collec-
tion of offerings on a large scale and in a creative form, accompany-
ing it with information about the missionaries' lives and activities. The
offerings of so many simple people were providential for the history
of the missions."§

Mission societies
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Opinion by Dr. RAMONA COELHO and GRAYDON NICHOLAS

Despite serious red flags raised regarding the recklessness of the
current MAiD legislation which is available only to adults, proponents
of assisted suicide argue that it is unfair to withhold MAiD from
children deemed competent “mature minors”. We understand that
this committee will likely recommend expansion to children given the
Liberal government’s zeal in this matter and despite concerns already
being raised about the existing MAiD regime.

We therefore submit this brief sharing our concerns on the expan-
sion of MAiD for mature minors.

The Supreme Court Carter case (2015) is the only high court ruling
for the decriminalization of MAiD in Canada.  It explicitly restricted
its decision to “the factual circumstances in this case,” and it made
“no pronouncement on other situations where physician-assisted dy-
ing may be sought.” The ruling stated clearly that MAiD should be
voluntary and for adults.

“… while there is no clear societal consensus on physician-assisted
dying, there is a strong consensus that it would only be ethical with
respect to voluntary adults who are competent, informed, grievously
and irremediably ill, and where the assistance is ‘clearly consistent
with the patient’s wishes and best interests, and [provided] in order to
relieve suffering’ (para. 358)”

The law, including the Supreme Court ”AC” Manitoba case, rec-
ognizes that capacity for decision making of minors has to be evalu-
ated taking into consideration the child’s mental, emotional, and physical
needs and developmental stage, among other factors.  The courts
apply a sliding scale to the concept of capacity, meaning decisions
that carry grave consequences should require that the child’s capac-
ity be more carefully scrutinized. In some cases, a total prohibition on
choices that would cause harm to the child, such as use of marijuana,
alcohol, and cigarettes, is considered necessary. It is important to
note the finality of MAiD and that minors would not be consenting to
potential future health problems, such as would be the case with
alcohol or cigarettes, but rather to having no future at all.

Current medical evidence confirms that adolescents’ judgment con-
tinues to develop into adulthood. The American Academy of Pediatrics
states: “Although the size of the brain nearly reaches its adult size in
early childhood…we know that much of the brain has continued
dynamic changes… into the third decade of life. The prefrontal cor-
tex, where many executive functions are coordinated...is among the
last areas of the brain to mature.”

This can explain the risky behaviors observed in adolescence.
 As well, messages that promote suicide and knowing someone who
has engaged in self harm both raise the risk of teenage suicide conta-
gion. The Canadian Association of Suicide Prevention has pointed out
that MAiD outside the end-of-life context is assisted suicide. There-
fore, both suicide messaging in offering MAiD to minors and know-
ing someone who has completed suicide through MAiD could impact
teenager suicide contagion.

As a result of the myriad of harms associated with colonialism and
intergenerational trauma perpetuated by systemic discrimination and
policies that do not favour Indigenous persons, Indigenous youth
have higher suicide rates on average, and higher rates of mental ill-
ness.  In this light, it is dreadful that our federal government is push-
ing for expansion of MAiD to children, including indigenous children,
but has consistently ignored recommendations from Indigenous
stakeholders across Canada to implement youth suicide prevention

MAiD and mature minors

strategies and the promotion of  mental wellness. The definition of
mental wellness is a balance of the mental, physical, spiritual, and
emotional. This balance is enriched as individuals have: “purpose in
their daily lives whether it is through education, employment, care-
giving activities, or cultural ways of being and doing; hope for their
future and those of their families that is grounded in a sense of iden-
tity, unique Indigenous values, having a belief in spirit; a sense of
belonging and connectedness within their families, to community,
and to culture; and finally a sense of meaning and understanding of
how their lives and those of their families and communities are a part
of creation and a rich history.

The Council of Canadian Academies Expert Working Group on
MAiD for Mature Minors notes that there is a lack of evidence on
how MAiD for mature minors will affect families.  They noted there
is no robust evidence that captures the voices of youth on this matter
including views of minors with disabilities, Indigenous youth, and/or
those in the child welfare system. They cite a paucity of international
evidence on which to draw conclusions as well.

The working group based its recommendations using evidence
around withdrawal of life support. As stated by the Canadian Medical
Association, “MAiD does not encompass… withdrawing or with-
holding life-prolonging treatment.” Furthermore, Bill C-7 has since
been adopted. MAiD is now being used in all kinds of situations in-
cluding for psychological suffering, disability and chronic pain and is
likely to be expanded further. Each of these situations leads to new
problems which we have hardly considered.

Given that we are discussing MAiD for children, which is arguably
the gravest choice to offer someone, coupled with the lack of evi-
dence to support safe practice and risk of suicide contagion in teen-
agers, a continued prohibition on MAiD for children seems wise. We
ask the Special Joint Committee on MAiD to slow down, consider the
evidence, and not push for expansion.

Dr. Ramona Coelho is a family physician who cares for marginalized
patients. She was an expert witness before the House and Senate com-
mittees examining Bill C-7 and is a founding member of Physicians
Together with Vulnerable Canadians

Graydon Nicholas, awarded the Order of New Brunswick and Or-
der of Canada, was the 30th Lieutenant Governor of New
Brunswick. He is a member of the Wolastoqiyik Nation, was co-chair
of the Stakeholders Advisory Council and was a member of the First
Nations Advisory Council regarding Indigenous youth and suicide
prevention in New Brunswick.§

Romona Coelho (Michael
Swan/Catholic Reigster photo)

Graydon Nicholas
(UNB photo)
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Roe v Wade can't change Canada's laws
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Canadian legal experts say any momentum
built by the pro-life community from the ex-
pected overturning of the Roe v. Wade deci-
sion in the United States will not translate into
legislative victories on behalf of the unborn
north of the border.

Canada has not had an abortion law since
January 28, 1988, when the Supreme Court
of Canada delivered its decision in the R v
Morgentaler case. In a 5-2 vote, the court ruled
the abortion provision in the Criminal Code vio-
lated section 7 of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedom, which concerns the right to life,
liberty and security of each citizen.

What that decision did was decriminalize
abortion and left it in the hands of Parliament
to come up with a new law. Only one strong
attempt was made to reinstitute abortion re-
strictions in the past 34 years. It was Bill C-
43, introduced on November 3, 1989 by Brian
Mulroney’s Progressive Conservative govern-
ment. This bill would have recriminalized

abortion, unless it was induced because a
physician deemed the woman’s physical,
mental or psychological health was at risk.

Bill C-43 passed the House of Commons upon
third reading with a 140-131 vote on May 29,
1990 but was defeated in the Senate.

Still, that has not kept Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau from continually stating that Cana-
dian women have “a right to a safe and legal
abortion,” as he tweeted May 3.

Bernard Dickens, professor emeritus of
health law and policy at the University of To-
ronto [U of T], takes issue with Mr. Trudeau’s
tweet about women having a “right” to an
abortion. He told the CBC “that’s going too
far” as the Supreme Court of Canada has
never stated a woman has such a constitu-
tional right.

Mr. Dickens, appointed to the Order of
Canada in 2006, told The Catholic Register
that while we cannot entirely “rule out an at-
tempt to legislate a crime of abortion, it would
have to be on very narrow grounds.”

A co-director of the U of T’s International
Reproductive and Sexual Health Law Program

alongside his wife Rebecca Cook, Mr. Dick-
ens explained how the spectrum of abortion
access in Canada expanded through the years
into a big tent.

“You also had social well-being. Because
of the derivation of Canada’s criminal law,
the court came to look at what was happen-
ing in England, and the United Kingdom gen-
erally, and their 1967 (Abortion Act),” he said.
“It allows termination of pregnancy if there
are effects on the health and upbringing of
the other young dependent children in the care
of the woman.”

Mr. Dickens said the World Health Organi-
zation’s Social Determinants of Health (SDH)
has influenced abortion law. Introduced in the
late 1990s, and fleshed out through a global
commission from 2005-08, the SDH are 10
non-medical factors that “influence health out-
comes and equity in positive and negative
ways.” Education, employment status, food
insecurity and social inclusion and non-dis-
crimination are four of these determinants.

“There are now a wide spectrum of condi-
tions that can be jeopardized by pregnancy, and
that would justify abortion,” said Mr. Dickens.

Mr. Dickens predicts Roe v. Wade’s over-
turning will create a “feast for lawyers,” be-
cause some American states’ desire to apply
abortion prohibitions beyond its jurisdiction
will spark litigation battles.

“That will raise interesting legal questions
as the U.S. constitution requires states give
what’s described as ‘full faith and credit’ to
decisions in other state jurisdictions,” said Mr.
Dickens.

Texas Senate Bill 8 (Texas Heartbeat Act),
passed last September, is a specific example.
According to the law, a private citizen can
sue an individual who induces an abortion or
aids and abets the procedure in violation of
the state’s abortion restrictions.

Mr. Dickens said the Texas law would en-
able a citizen to sue the Canadian physician
who performs an abortion for a Texan seek-
ing the procedure out-of-state.

Minister of Families, Children and Social
Development Karina Gould has already an-
nounced that American women needing ac-
cess to a cross-border abortion would not be
denied.

Tabitha Ewert, legal counsel for the grass-
roots pro-life organization We Need a Law,
suggested one Canadian ripple effect of Roe
v. Wade is that it could spark more discus-
sions about abortion in the public square. She
specifically cited Mr. Trudeau’s tweet and
said it provided a visible forum for anti-abor-
tion advocates to respond with cogent coun-
terpoints.§

(continued from page 3)
the virtue of love.

“A Christian need not wait for an overpow-
ering emotion in order to love their co-work-
ers, the neighbour down the block, or the
members of his/her church,” he said. “ We
can [consciously] decide that we ought to
behave lovingly toward them, request God’s
help and proceed to love, for their benefit.”

This kind of love is not possible on one’s own.
It is a work of grace that is rooted in the knowl-
edge that a person has been loved first.

“It’s not so easy to love unless we’ve ex-
perienced God’s unconditional love for us
personally. It’s his deep and abiding love that
makes it possible for me to love. We come to
experience and know his love for us when
we put our lives in direct contact with him,”
Bishop Riesbeck said.

“Only when our lives are put in direct con-
tact with God’s burning love for us do we really
discover the meaning of our existence; only then
can we reach our full potential…God’s love fu-
els the meaning of our lives and impels us to
share that love with others.”

Bishop Riesbeck encouraged people to stay
close to Jesus through regular communion
with him, especially in the sacraments.

“When we spend time encountering, and
re-encountering, the Lord on a daily basis,
we inevitably end up falling in love with him,

Bishop calls people to love

and that usually spills over into our relation-
ships with others,” he said.

“It’s the fact that God has loved us first
that motivates us to love him back, to serve
him and to love him in others. And it’s Jesus,
our God, especially in the Eucharist, that be-
comes our nourishment and our strength to
be able to love as he loves us. Let’s be thank-
ful for his gift of love, especially in the Eucha-
rist and show our gratitude by responding
wholeheartedly today to remain in his love by
following his commandments, especially the
commandment to love one another with his
grace and help,” the bishop said.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. May 20, 2022Page 8

By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — After a long pandemic
pause, Pope Francis is scheduled to celebrate
a Mass May 15 for the canonization of 10
men and women: five from Italy, three from
France, one from India and one from the
Netherlands.

The last canonization ceremony was cel-
ebrated October 13, 2019, and included St.
John Henry Newman.

The "big names" — globally — in the newly
recognized heavenly host are soon-to-be St.
Charles de Foucauld, who lived as a hermit in
North Africa, and soon-to-be St. Titus
Brandsma, a Dutch Carmelite martyred at the
Dachau concentration camp.

Those canonized will bring to 909 the saints
Pope Francis has recognized officially during his
pontificate; the figure includes the 813 "Martyrs
of Otranto," who were killed in the southern Ital-
ian city in 1480 and declared saints in 2013.

In view of the canonization ceremony, the
Congregation for Saints' Causes has published
a brief biography of each of the 10 new saints
and information about the miracle attributed
to their intercession needed for their canoni-
zations. While the church does not require
the recognition of a miracle for the beatifica-
tion of a martyr, it generally requires one for
all blesseds to be declared saints.

The 10, listed in the order the congregation
lists them, are:

• Blessed Devasahayam Pillai, an Indian lay-
man and father who was born to an upper-
caste Hindu family in 1712 and converted to
Christianity in 1745. The Vatican said his re-
fusal to participate in Hindu ceremonies and
his preaching about "the equality of all peo-
ple," denying the Hindu caste system, led to
his arrest, torture and his death in 1752.

The only details the Vatican provided about
the miracle in his case was that it involved "the
resuscitation of a fetus at the 20th week of preg-
nancy of an Indian woman" and that a diocesan
inquiry into the case was held in 2015.

• Blessed César de Bus, the France-born
founder of the Fathers of Christian Doctrine,
a religious congregation dedicated to educa-
tion, pastoral ministry and catechesis. Born
in 1544, he enjoyed life and parties until he
had a conversion experience in his early 30s
and began dedicating his life to prayer and
helping the poor. Ordained to the priesthood
in 1582, he was a pioneer in educating the
laity in the faith, using illustrations he painted
himself and songs and poetry he wrote. He

Faith, fortitude, martyrdom, miracles: pope will recognize 10 new saints
died in 1607.

The Vatican said the miracle approved for
his canonization was the healing in 2016 of a
young woman in Salerno, Italy, who suffered
from "acinetobacter baumannii meningitis"
with a "cerebral hemorrhage from a high-flow
AVM rupture with acute hydrocephalus."

• Blessed Luigi Maria Palazzolo, an Italian
priest and founder of the Congregation of the
Sisters of the Poor. Born in 1827, he was
ordained to the priesthood in 1850. The Vati-
can biography said, "At that time there was
an abundance of clergy and, like the majority
of priests from wealthy families who stayed
at home and generously dedicated themselves
to good works, Don Luigi chose to devote
himself to young people" at an oratory in a
poor neighbourhood. He opened a school that
offered evening classes in reading and writ-
ing to men and boys before opening a sepa-
rate oratory for girls and founding the Sisters
of the Poor to run it.

The miracle recognized in his sainthood
cause involved an Italian Sister of the Poor
who had an intestinal perforation, sepsis,
multi-organ failure and septic shock. In early
2016, when doctors had proclaimed her death
imminent and had stopped trying to reverse
the damage, she recovered.

• Blessed Giustino Maria Russolillo, an Italian
who, on the day of his ordination to the priest-
hood in 1913, vowed to establish a religious or-
der dedicated to promoting vocations to the priest-
hood and religious life, but his first attempt was
stopped by his bishop. Eventually, though, he
founded the Society of Divine Vocations for men
and the Vocationist Sisters.

The healing in April 2016 of a young mem-
ber of the Society of Divine Vocations who
was in a coma had acute respiratory failure
and rhabdomyolysis (muscle death) after an
epileptic seizure was the miracle accepted for
his canonization.

• Blessed Charles de Foucauld was born in
Strasbourg, France, in 1858. He strayed from
the faith during his adolescence, but during a
trip to Morocco, he saw how devoted Mus-
lims were to their faith, which inspired him
to return to the church and, eventually, to join
the Trappists. After living in monasteries in
France and in Syria, he sought an even more
austere life as a hermit. Ordained to the priest-
hood in 1901, he lived among the poor and
finally settled in Tamanrasset, Algeria. In 1916,
he was killed by a band of marauders. His
writings inspired the foundation, after his
death, of the Little Brothers of Jesus and the
Little Sisters of Jesus.

The miracle approved for his cause involved
Charle, a carpenter's apprentice working on
restoring a chapel in Saumur, France, who
fell over 50 feet, hitting a bench whose arm-
rest pierced his left side and came out at the
back at the base of his rib cage. According to
the Little Brothers of Jesus, Charle did not
pass out, got up immediately to seek help and,
after surgery, was discharged from the hos-
pital after a week. "He went back to work
two months after the accident without suf-
fering any physical or psychological ill-ef-
fects," the order said. The accident occurred
Nov. 30, 2016, the eve of the centenary of
Blessed Charles' death.

• Blessed Anna Maria Rubatto, founder of
the order now known as the Capuchin Sis-
ters of Mother Rubatto, was born in
Carmagnola, Italy, in 1844 and died in Mon-
tevideo, Uruguay, in 1904.

The miracle accepted in her cause involved
the healing in March 2000 in Colonia, Uru-
guay, of a young man suffering from "cranio-
encephalic trauma with severe subarachnoid
hemorrhage, severe coma, endocranial hy-
pertension and diffuse axonal damage," the
Congregation for Saints' Causes said.

• Blessed Maria Domenica Mantovani, co-
founder and first superior general of the Little
Sisters of the Holy Family. Born in 1862 in
Castelletto di Brenzone, Italy, she dedicated
her life to serving the poor and needy as well
as assisting the sick and the elderly. She died
in 1934.

The miracle in her case involved the heal-
ing in 2011 of a 12-year-old girl in Argentina
who, during a medical procedure, suffered
convulsions, cardiac arrest and respiratory
failure. Touched with a relic of Blessed
Mantovani and supported by the prayers of
her family, the girl was extubated two days
later and went on to recover, the Vatican said.

• Blessed Titus Brandsma was born in
Oegeklooster, Netherlands, in 1881 and en-
tered the Carmelites in 1898. Ordained in 1905,
he was sent to Rome for further studies and,
while there, became a correspondent for sev-
eral Dutch newspapers and magazines. When
he returned home, he founded the magazine
Karmelrozen and, in 1935, was named chap-
lain to the Dutch Catholic journalists' asso-
ciation. During World War II, he was arrested
and sent to Dachau for treason after defend-
ing Jews and encouraging Catholic newspa-
pers not to print Nazi propaganda. He was
killed with a lethal injection in 1942 at the age
of 61 and cremated at the camp.

(continued on page 9)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.May 20, 2022 Page 9

(continued from page 8)
The miracle in his cause involved Carmelite Father Michael Driscoll,

former pastor of St. Jude Church in Boca Raton, Florida, who is now
80 years old. In 2004 he had been diagnosed with severe, stage 4, meta-
static melanoma and began praying to Blessed Titus and putting a relic of
the martyr's clothing on his head and neck. When the medical board of the
Congregation for Saints' Causes looked at the case, the Vatican said, "of
the disease, which was particularly malignant and invasive, there was no
longer any trace, even after more than 15 years."

• Blessed Marie Rivier, a Frenchwoman who founded the Sisters of
the Presentation of Mary in 1796 during the time of the French Revo-
lution, when many Catholic convents were closed and religious ac-
tivities were outlawed. She was born in 1768 and died in 1838.

The miracle recognized for her canonization, the Vatican said, oc-
curred in 2015 in Tagbilaran, Philippines. It involved the disappear-
ance of hydrops — a buildup of fluid in tissues and organs — in a
fetus just over 12 weeks into the pregnancy. The baby girl was born
healthy September 6, 2015.

• Blessed Carolina Santocanale, also known as Blessed Mary of
Jesus, an Italian nun born in 1852, who founded the Congregation of
the Capuchin Sisters of the Immaculate of Lourdes. She died in Palermo
in 1923.

The Vatican said the mira-
cle in her cause involved a young
bride suffering from two
autoimmune disorders, myasthe-
nia gravis and Hashimoto's thy-
roiditis, and documented infertil-
ity. Yet, after prayers to Blessed
Carolina, in December 2016 she
discovered she was pregnant.
And, six months after her first
child was born healthy, she be-
came pregnant again and gave
birth to another healthy baby.§

Ethiopia in crisis: the forgotten war
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

With much of the world’s focus on the war in Ukraine, Ethiopian
Catholic leaders world-wide have been calling on the international
community not to forget the thousands of people impacted by con-
flict in the East African nation’s Tigray region.

Alemayehu Zenebe, program coordinator and office manager at the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church of Canada’s St. Mary Cathedral in To-
ronto, says his community has been frustrated by the lack of main-
stream media attention and help towards Ethiopia’s crisis. The war in
Tigray broke out in November 2020 after months of tensions be-
tween the government and regional leaders and according to reports
as many as half a million people have died from violence and famine.

Reports suggest 40 per cent of the region’s six million people face
extreme food shortages largely induced by closure of borders and the
conflict limiting access to resources. The nation is also in the middle
of a prolonged drought following three consecutive failed rainy sea-
sons since late 2020, affecting millions across the country and neigh-
bouring Somalia. With starvation threatening millions, no relief aid
reached the region for a period of several months, according to offi-

cials in the Diocese of Adigrat in Eastern Tigray.
“There is a drought now and it’s all over the country,” said Mr.

Zenebe. “Because of the virus and the war in Ukraine (a lot) is at a
standstill. Ethiopia needs help. Also because of the drought and the
environment, there is a famine. But the people are becoming more
self-reliant and helping each other to rebuild the nation.”

Updates from the Ethiopian Foreign Minister’s Office say that since
the government of Ethiopia announced the indefinite and immediate
truce on March 24 and urged the Tigray defence forces to abstain
from all acts of aggression, nine heavy trucks carrying fuel oil and
146 heavy trucks carrying emergency aid items have arrived in Mekele,
the capital of the Tigray.

Argaw Fantu, Catholic Near East Welfare Association’s (CNEWA)
regional director in Ethiopia, has been in direct communication with
Catholic leaders in the region. Though they are in the midst of a very
challenging humanitarian crisis, they are striving to survive, he said.

Over the past two weeks large trucks carrying emergency food aid
arrived in Mekele, and 64 more trucks are on the way, according to a
recent update from the World Food Program. And reports from the
International Red Cross Association on May 1 said 20 trucks carrying
food items, seed for farmers and medical items had arrived.

It is questionable whether these emergency aid items will reach
Church institutions in the most remote areas as the situation on the
ground is very complex, said Mr. Fantu. There has also been block-
ades curtailing access to services, including banks, which have been
closed since July 2021. Since then, CNEWA has not been able to
directly transfer funds to beneficiary institutions.

“It is not only the humanitarian aid access to Tigray region that
matters, but other unnoticed areas in Ethiopia are also in need of
humanitarian support,” said Mr. Fantu. “Drought in the south and
eastern parts of the country is heavily costing farmers. Infrequent at-
tacks on civilians in the western and south-western parts of the country
are displacing thousands of ethnic families. High rising cost of living in
many urban areas, continued migration of young people from rural to
urban areas are unresolved and unforeseen challenges of the country.”

Ethiopia is living in a war-time-economy, he said.
“All these are the heavy challenges the country is passing through

for survival at the moment,” said Mr. Fantu. “All these challenging
situations are compelling needs for continued support to Ethiopia not
only to Tigray region, but also to other needy areas in the country that
are not yet the focus of attention by international humanitarian agen-
cies.”

Over the years CNEWA has been actively involved with several
initiatives supporting Catholic schools in Ethiopia, providing food to
students and their families, helping schools acquire wells and work-
ing to ensure girls and boys are able to get an education. That work in
the northern zones had to stop abruptly due to the conflict, which
also impacts their work in the Amhara and Afar regions. Though in
some areas primary schools have recently started up again, in the
Tigray region Catholic schools are still not fully functional, said Mr.
Fantu.

Schools are being supported primarily by the U.S. bishops’ Catho-
lic Relief Services, the Ethiopian Catholic Church Social Develop-
ment office and as much as possible through CNEWA’s food aid
program. In Amhara and Afar regions, schools were partially dam-
aged by Tigray forces during attacks from July to October of last
year and CNEWA has been working to support these schools under
its subsidy program. §

10 new saints
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By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope John
Paul I's time as pope, although brief,
remains an important example of the
beauty and simplicity of faith, Pope
Francis said.

In a preface to a new collection
of his predecessor's teachings and
writings, Pope Francis wrote that
God, through the late pontiff's short
pontificate, "found a way to show
us that the only treasure is faith, the
simple faith of the apostles."

"It was precisely because of the
faith of the Christian people to
which he belonged that he was able
to cast a prophetic gaze on the wounds and evils of the world, show-
ing how much peace is also dear to the heart of the church," he said.

The preface was published by the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore
Romano.

The pope said that during his pontificate, Pope John Paul "con-
fessed faith, hope and charity as God-given virtues" and insisted that
care for the poor and needy was "an infallible part of the apostolic
faith."

Recalling the late pope's prayers when he formally took possession
of the Basilica of St. John Lateran in 1978, Pope Francis noted that
his predecessor "cited the formulas and prayers he had learned as a
child to reaffirm that the oppression of the poor and the 'defrauding
of the workers of their just wages' are sins that 'cry out for venge-
ance in the sight of God.'"

His public speeches calling for world peace, the pope said, were
evidence of his hope that the church would "contribute to creating a
climate of justice, brotherhood, solidarity and hope, without which
the world cannot live."

Pope John Paul, he wrote, showed that peace "was not the product
of his own thinking" but of the Christian faith.

It is the same "faith he received as a gift in his family of workers
and immigrants, who knew the toil of life to bring bread home; of
people who walked on the earth and not in the clouds," he said.

Quoting St. Oscar Romero's 1978 homily after the late pope's death,
Pope Francis said that "with the death of two popes and two papal
elections" that year, the world saw that the hierarchy of the Catholic
Church is placed "'on the shoulders of frail men,' yet called to be 'the
channel through which the church is guided and governed' and a
'sacramental sign' of the 'grace that is given to men.'"

Through Pope John Paul's death, "it was easy to recognize that the
church is not built by the pope nor by the bishops: the successor of
Peter is 'the stone of consistency' on which rests the unity of the
church that Christ himself built, with the gift of his grace," the pope
wrote.

Pope Francis is scheduled to beatify Pope John Paul September 4
at the Vatican.§

Pope John Paul I's teaching
echoed 'faith of the apostles,'
pope says

New church document
highlights baptism and evangelization
Submitted by
FAY TROMBLEY, SCIC

SAINT JOHN — On the Feast
of St. Joseph this year (March 19),
an important event took place when
Pope Francis published a document
called, Preach the Gospel. Focus-
ing on governance in the church, it
will become church law on Pente-
cost Sunday, June 5.

The apostolic constitution,
Praedicate Evangelium or Preach
the Gospel was drafted by the
Council of Cardinals with Pope Francis over the past nine years.
Ensuring substantial reform of the Curia or Vatican bureaucracy, it
reflects a missionary spirit focused on evangelization.

This long-awaited document includes at least two noteworthy ele-
ments. First, it emphasizes that authority in the church flows from
baptism and not from ordination. This theological understanding opens
church authority to lay persons, both men and women.

Earlier, only cardinals and bishops could lead Vatican departments
or congregations. More recently, Vatican departments came to be
called dicasteries, with the newer term dicastery implying “all the
baptized.”

Secondly, the most important department in the church is led by
the pope and named the Dicastery for Evangelization. Until now, the
most important department in the church was the Congregation (now
Dicastery) for the Doctrine of the Faith.

This marks a huge shift in church practice. This shift from doc-
trine to gospel calls the church to examine all mission and governance
first through the lens of the gospel. It develops and advances core
teachings of the Second Vatican Council (1962-65).

In the spirit of church reform and transformation, let us generously
live our call to leadership rooted in our baptism.

Fay Trombley is a Sister of Charity of the Immaculate Conception
(SCIC) serving in pastoral ministry in Tuktoyaktuk, N.W.T. since
November 2005.  Before going to the high western Arctic, she taught
22 years at Newman Theological College in Edmonton, Alta.  Sr.
Trombley entered the SCIC in Saint John in 1956.§

Sister Fay Trombley, SCIC
 (SCIC photo)

Pope John Paul I
(Wikipedia photo)
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Obituaries

MONTGOMERY, JACQUELINE FRANCES — It is with heavy
hearts and gratitude that we share that the lovely Jacqueline Frances
Montgomery passed away on January 1, 2022, with her family by
her side.

Jackie is lovingly survived by her three children Roger Montgomery,
Robert Montgomery, Penney Merrithew and her treasured grandchil-
dren Tabitha Byers, Natasha Montgomery, Joshua Merrithew (Kira)
and Sam Merrithew (Micayla), great grandchildren (Lily, Quinn, Ari,
Walter, Leona & Sonny) her daughter in law Donna Montgomery and
son in law Bill Merrithew. Sister-in-laws, Mary Weeks, Florence
McGrattan, Anne Steeves, brother-in-law Donald Montgomery, and
many nieces and nephews who mourn her passing.

Jackie was born in Calais Maine, August 2, 1930, to her parents
Leonard & Marion (Molly) Steeves, who passed away when she was
21 months old and then Jackie was lovingly raised by her parents the
late Henry and Phyliss McGrattan of St George NB. Jackie is prede-
ceased by her husband Robert Montgomery, brothers Kenneth, Edward
and Leonard Steeves, and John, Patrick, and Henry (Junior) McGrattan,
her sister Marjorie Saxton and best friend Midgie Jennings.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Holy Redeemer Parish
(St. Pius X Church), Saint John. Internment followed at Ocean View
Memorial Gardens, Saint John.

PASTIRIK, DANIEL — It is with great sorrow that we announce
the passing of our husband, father, son, brother, brother-in-law and
friend, who died at home under the love and care of his wife, Pam
and his two sons, Max and Nicholas. He was predeceased by his
oldest son Michael in 2012 and by his father, Paul Pastirik.

Dan is survived by his loving family in Ontario, his mother, Margaret
Pastirik; brothers, Paul (Ellen) and Chris (Michelle); and nephews
and nieces: Andrew, Peter, Tim, Enya and Abbey; along with his in-
laws: Rob, Susan (Gord), Michael (Joyce) and Kevin (Carole); and
his nephews and nieces: Hilary, Rian, Amy, Molly, Jillian, Hannah,
Lynden, Connor, Megan and Ava.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Holy Redeemer Parish
(St. Pius X CHurch), Saint John.

ARSENEAU, ANDREW PAUL — With deep sadness, our family
announces the passing of Andrew Paul Arseneau at the Saint John
Regional Hospital, son of Gloris and Irene (Bourque) Arseneau.

Besides his parents, he will be sadly missed by his brother; Daniel
Arseneau (Marilyn Wood), sisters; Bernice Lanigan (Andrew Lanigan)
and Rosa Kelly (Sean Kelly), nephews; Matthew Comeau (Nicole),
Dylan Kelly (Jessica) niece Julia Kelly (Konnor) and grand niece Emily
Comeau as well as his extended family.

He rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
burial was held at Our Lady of Assumption Church, Saint John. In-
terment followed at Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

GALLANT, MELINA MARIA — Melina, 95, from Saint John passed
away peacefully at the Loch Lomond Villa on Monday, April 25, 2022,
in the loving arms of her children. She was born November 6, 1926,
in St. Louis de Kent, NB. She was a daughter of the late Honore and
Eleanore (Daigle) Landry.

She’ll be sorely missed by her son, Donald Gallant (Valerie Ricketts)
of Winfield, BC; daughters, Jocelyn Gagnon (Albert) and Paulette

Thibault (Leonard) of Saint John; she was a loving nanna to Troy and
Michelle Gallant, Tony, Krista and Paul Gagnon, Jessica and Laura
Thibault; as well as 11 great-grandchildren. She was predeceased by
her husband, Antoine in 2005 and daughter Gisele Gallant. She was
the last survivor of her family’s generation and was predeceased by
siblings, Evelyn, Eva and Lionel.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Funeral Liturgy took place in the Brenan’s
Chapel, Saint John. Interment followed in Ocean View Memorial
Gardens Cemetery, Saint John.

FRANCIS, EARL KENNETH — It is with deep sadness that the
family of Earl Kenneth Francis announce his passing after a long
battle with cancer. Peacefully, and surrounded by his family, Earl
passed away on April 27th, 2022. Earl was born on February 20th,
1940, in Olinville, NB, to the late Kenneth and Ida (nee Mitchell).

Earl is survived by his loving wife of 58 years Carol (nee Doiron);
two children Lisa and Michael (Nancy); sisters Inez and Judy (Paul);
as well as many cousins, nieces, and nephews. He is predeceased by
his parents, and his brothers Raymond, Les, and Edward.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial took place the
Cathedral of Immaculate Conception, Saint John.Internment at at Stella
Maris Catholic Parish Cemetery, North Rustico, PEI.

CORKERY, R. MARIE —  It is with appreciation for a life well
lived that the family of R. Marie Corkery announces her passing on
April 30, 2022. She was born in late 1930 in Saint John.

Marie was predeceased by her parents Joseph and Anne Corkery
(nee Jennings), several uncles and aunts, brother-in-law Vince
Desmond, and close cousin, “Bobby” Joseph Fitzgerald.

Marie is survived by her sisters, Margaret Corkery and Anne
Desmond, six nieces and nephews: Timothy, Anne Marie, Patrick,
Maureen, Ellen and John; 18 great nieces and nephews, and two
great great-nieces and nephews.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was held at Holy Redeemer Parish (St. Pius X Roman
Catholic Church), Saint John. Interment took place at St. Joseph’s
Cemetery, Saint John.

BROWN, MELBOURNE ‘MIKE’ —  It is with both sadness and
acceptance that we announce the passing of our father Melbourne
(Mike) Brown, which occurred on May 4, 2022, at the SJRH.  Born
on October 29, 1927, in Saint John, NB, he was the son of the late
George William Brown and Agnes Marie (Foley).

Mike was predeceased by his beloved wife Mary (Knudson) and
siblings: William (Billy), John (Jackie), Constance (Connie), Eileen,
Olive, Rhona, Elizabeth (Betty), twin Pat, and Mary. Dad is survived
by his sister Margaret (Robert) McGarrity, and his eight children: Ray
(Lorraine) Brown, Carol Ann (the late Ron) Barton, David (Brenda)
Brown, Cathy McAfee, Peter Brown, Mary (Mark) Brown, Patricia
(Ross) Whitcomb, and Chris (Alison) Brown.  He is also survived by
his much loved grandchildren, several great grandchildren, and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Holy Redeemer Parish (St.
Pius X Roman Catholic Church), Saint John. Interment followed in
St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John. Arrangements were under the
care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.§
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BLACKVILLE — First communion was celebrated at St.
Raphael’s Church (Good Shepherd Parish), Blackville on  April
24. (L to r) Lilah Walls, Caleb Sturgeon Father Paul Doucet,
pastor  Devin Arseneault, and Lily Coughlan. (Cindy Underhilll,
catechist photo)

MIRAMICHI — Knights John Fogan (left) and Michael Lavoie
take their shift at the Beaubear Co-op in Nelson, as part of a
food drive undertaken by the Knights of Columbus, Fr. Egan
Council #8381 on May 12. Donations were accepted for the
Miramichi Community Food Bank, and amounted to two full
truck loads of food. Organizers were overwhelmed by the
generosity of the public, and hope to have another such
collection at some point in the future. (Shawn McCarthy photo)

By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — For politics to be "the highest form of char-
ity," as Catholic social teaching promotes, it must be exercised
with full respect and even love for those who disagree, Pope
Francis said.

"We are called to live the political encounter as a fraternal en-
counter, especially with those who least agree with us; and this
means seeing in the one with whom we dialogue a true brother or
sister, a beloved child of God," the pope told an international group
of young adults May 16.

The young people, ages 18-35, are part of the lay Chemin Neuf
community's "Politics Fraternity," which brings together prayer,
direct service to the poor and a commitment to the common good
and to political activity "according to the heart of God," the group's
website said.

"Encounter, reflection, action: This is a program for politics in
the Christian sense," the pope told them.

For a Christian, a political encounter and debate must go beyond
"respectful dialogue," he said. "Since the Gospel asks us to love our
enemies, I cannot settle for a superficial and formal dialogue, like
those often-hostile negotiations between political parties."

Instead, the pope said, with mutual respect and a solid commit-
ment to finding common ground, political adversaries must listen
to each other and seek the good of all rather than the promotion of
their pet project or position.

Virtuous politics also involves "common reflection in search of
this general good, and not simply by the confrontation of conflict-
ing and often opposing interests," the pope said. "In short, 'the
whole is superior to the part,' and our compass for elaborating
this common project is the Gospel, which brings to the world a
profoundly positive vision of the human person loved by God."

Pope Francis praised the Chemin Neuf project and its partici-
pants for recognizing that prayer, dialogue and reflection are not
enough.

A politics grounded in reality and aiming to make concrete con-
tributions to people's lives must include the experience of serving
the poor, he said, like the group does with its work with migrants,

its care of creation and the small
community of young adults
who have chosen to live in one
of the poorer neighbourhoods
of Paris.
  At the end of the audience,
Chemin Neuf members gathered
around Pope Francis, who was
seated in a wheelchair because
of ongoing knee pain, and
prayed for him while laying
hands on him.
   "In prayer let us all ask God
to bless us," he said. "Lord Je-
sus, bless all of us who work
close to you. Bless our ideas.
Bless our hearts. Bless our
hands."§
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Pope: Christian politics must
be marked by love, respect


